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is brought
to you
by our
advertisers.

Please support them and

let them know you saw their ads here.

MMMVETERINARY CLINIC

Erin Trawick-Smith, DVM
Sarah S. Slater, DVM

Robert M. Baratt, DVM, FAVD
David A. Anderson, DVM

12 Center Street, Salem, CT 06420 » 860.859.1649
www.salemvalleyvet.com
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“0at Milk Soap and More”

“We pledge to a/ways practice green!”

All natural, No chemicals or preservatives
Protect Your Skin from Summer Sun,
Use Flora’s Naturals Sunscreen!
Allergic to Dyes? Try our Laundry Soap
All Natural, Just the Basics!

& Goat Milk Soap Now Offering New Sizes;

0 Skincare Products 32 oz, 64 oz -% gallon

Candles & 128 oz -Gallon!
@ G[F‘z Baskets Find it @ Salem Pharmacy!

Made in Salem, CT
www.florasnaturals.com
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Boardlng Lessons Tralmng Clinics SpeCIal Events IEA and MORE!!*‘_'
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Gemma E. Moran
United Way/Labor Food Center

AFL-CI0 [

COMMUNITY SERVICES y

AFL-CIO Community Services and United Way Partnership

Mobile
Food Pantry

The mobile pantry,
pictured above, provides
fresh fruits and vegetables,
proteins, and other healthy foods

for FREE distribution to
individuals and families in need.

All are welcome.

&~ Please bring your own bags &>

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

Proudly serving quality coffee, baked goods and
breakfast sandwiches fresh from our kitchen.

Visit us at 1 New London Rd. Salem, CT

Salem Plaza at intersection of Routes 82 & 85.

America Runs on Dunkin’

Location:  Town of Salem - Salem School (gravel lot)

200 Hartford Rd. Salem CT
Patels):  First Wednesday of the Month

Time: 5:00pm - 6:00 pm

cOMMECTIC,,

food bank

At

FEED|NG
AMERICA

" Bt DMl Gy

Need a place to gather?

Rent the Christian Community Center!

Large Commercial Kitchen
Banquet/Meeting Room suitable for 135 people seated at tables
Meeting Room suitable for 35 people seated at tables
Fully air conditioned
Handicapped Accessible

Suitable for business meetings, weddings, receptions,
showers, birthday parties, family events, etc.

For Application & Rates, visit
www.congregationalchurchsalem.org

or call
Reverend Tim Dubeau at 860-859-1211

523 0ld Colchester Fload Salem CT 06420 ‘ t: (860) 949- 8041 Ptease sée mgurehillfarm com for addltional detailsi, =™ -5
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Let’s make
banking simply

EASIER BETTER FASTER

O Chelsea Groton

Feel good about your bank”

860-448-4200
chelseagroton.com

==== === Benedict Doors

- 310 Round Hill Road, Salem, CT 06420

Lic. #0626982 Larry Benedict

Garage Door & Opener Service & Installation
Over 35 Years Experience

LiftVlaster

World’s #1 Professionally Installed Garage Door Opener

860.916.8610

www.charlescarronpainting.com

Painting & Powerwashing

BEO=4[[=8886
FREE ESTIMATES

P. O. Box 2064 * Salem, CT 06420

long with all the fancy high-tech

equipment, we offer something

more for our patients. Our office is
located in a historic home with a bright and
open atmosphere.
We're compassionate and
friendly. And if you can
imagine - even fun. The
best dentistry available in
a comfortable setting.
Isn’t that what you're
looking for?

Visit Dr. Sally M. Vail and Dr. Linda J. Robson for all your
dental needs from regular cleanings to full mouth restoration.
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SUPPLEMENTS, :
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OUR TOWN AND STATE

Read about what's new in Salem and learn how to become more involved in shaping the town’s future

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE FIRST SELECTMAN
Deare Tellow- %m%wo/t/@,

Let’s look at what has been going on in our town.

The $6.2 million school renovation is coming to a close. We have received $1.5 million reimbursement to date. After
punch list and final inspections our total reimbursement from the State of Connecticut will be near $1.7 million.

On June 26th we successfully sold $4.5 million General Obligation bonds for our portion of the recent upgrades to
Salem School. I want to thank all those involved with the renovation project. We “fixed what needed to be fixed,”
which included new roofing and insulation, window replacement, electric and plumbing upgrades, HVAC upgrades,

i code compliance issues and more. It was a sensible renovation that will serve our children for years to come. We have
several nelghborlng towns that are struggling with proposed renovations of 25-40 million dollars. Our town followed a very sensible approach.

Additional work being done at the school includes a new telephone pole and underground conduit being installed for a new power line to the
school. This important work was necessary after we had a failure in the old underground power lines last February.

We are also continuing with some finishing touches to our town center area. After reviewing the Plan
of Conservation and Development of 2002 and again 2012, town residents consistently asked for a
walkable, attractive town center area. This request was also reiterated in the 2010 Vision Statement.

In 2013 we invited the University of Connecticut Landscape Architecture Department to review and
propose upgrades to our town center area. Some of the upgrades are being implemented this year as
we continue to make our town center area more attractive, cohesive and walkable for our residents.

On the financial side, the Town of Salem is in good shape. Moody’s Investor Services reviewed and assigned our town an Al rating.
This rating allowed us to receive a better than expected interest rate of 2.67% on our General Obligation Bonds.

We are currently in the midst of our 2013/2014 fiscal year audit. Preliminary figures show the General Government returning

$240,000 to the town’s General Fund. With our School returning over $55,000. I want to thank all departments for their fiscal
responsibility with our townspeople’s money.

The Public Safety Services Organizational Analysis has been presented and is available online at Salemct.gov.

believe Municipal Resources Inc. has completed a thorough analysis of our Public Safety Services and provided us with
recommendations for us to consider and act on. Some of these recommendations can be implemented relatively quickly, while
others will take some time to accomplish. These recommendations will enhance the safety of our volunteers and paid staff, as
well as provide a more comprehensive approach to Public Safety to benefit our entire Salem Community.

I want to thank all the dedicated volunteers who give so much of their time and talent to make our town of Salem a better place to live.

Enjoy your holiday season. Mele Kelikimaka and Hau’oli Makahiki Hou from the Lyden Family to your Family.

I am honored to be your First Selectman.

Respectfully,
State of the art dental care in a compassionate selting 7( 7%
64 Washington Street, Mystic, CT 860-536-7100
Kevin Lyden
DECEMBER 2014 & Our Town Sarem
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SALEM PRIME CUTS

* FRESH QUALITY MEATS;
STEAKS, FRESH GROUND HAMBURGER, MEAT
PACKAGES, CORNED BEEF, ITALIAN SAUSAGE,
OUR FAMOUS APPLE SAUSAGE STUFFED
PORK ROASTS AND TURDUCKEN

* SMOKE HOUSE SPECIALTIES;
HAMS, BACON, SAUSAGE, KIELBASA
CHICKEN, PORK CHOPS & CHEESES

* FULL SERVICE DELI;
GRINDERS, FRESH MADE DELI SALADS,
HEAT & EAT PREPARED FOODS,

DELI PLATTERS, PUDDINGS, SOUPS,
BREADS AND BAKED GOODS

*OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK *SALEM 4 CORNERS*860-859-0741*

NOBODY =
BEATS OUR =
PRICES! ~=
, ALL YEAR ROUND

> PHASES OF <t
B> TREE CARE _

Prunin
Stump Removal
Lots & Roads Cleared
Seasoned Firewood

iy 24 Hour EMERGENCY SERVICE
860-859-006€ B9 __

Toll Free 1-888-646-TREE

(8733)

OPERATED

SERVING

ALL AREAS CT Lic Arborist #S-4475

{

‘f_u“

{

FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED

Always In fine Spirits

I NEW LONDON ROAD
UNIT 12
SALEM, CT. 06420

5 l‘ i 860-859-1050

where framing is an art

,ﬁﬁ"" i-—»---i _,1._-.....,1- d,....._.x e

 Gilded
g

Custom Framing » Gallery = Artful Gifts
Salem Marketplace, 20 Hartford Road, Salem, CT 06420

860.889.4903
www.thegildededge.com » contactus@thegildededge.com

Like us
on Facebook!

Rose and Susan

RECYCLING IN SALEM...

VISIT SALEMCT.GOV FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF
ACCEPTABLE RECYCLABLES AND TO WATCH A VIDEO
ABOUT THE SINGLE-STREAM RECYCLING PROCESS

PLEASE PITCH IN!!

j'iii VOLUNTEER FOR YOUR TOWN! 860 859 3873, x110 |l

6 DECEMBER 2014 & Our Town Sarem salemct.gov

€ Our Town Sarem DECEMBER 2014 7

salemct.gov



s to New London, Sandstone Marker located in front of the Whittle se, Route 85, Salem
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By John D. McDowell

CONNECTICUT’S VANISHING MILESTONES

s the Autumn foliage disappears from the countryside and before the Winter snows arrive, the observant traveller may note the
seasonal reappearance of those familiar landmarks along our roads and highways. They are the survivors of some 600 such stones
put there back in the last of the 18th century and the early part of the 19th to mark the measured mile to the County Courthouse

in the era when the county town was the administrative center of local affairs. The press of “progress” and the attrition of time has
decimated their numbers and today they are vanishing footnote to history.

Previous to the Enabling Act of 1767 of the
Colonial General Court, predecessor to the
General Assembly, and prior to the advent of the
Turnpike companies, a “heap of stones” was the
usual indicator of a known distance, as well as, a
guide to curves in the road. Crude as these curves
were nevertheless, they were objects of pride to
the townsfolk, and to the stranger they seemed
as reassurance that he was on a passable road to
somewhere. Acceding to the demands of the trav-
elling public for more orderly road markings the
law of 1767 was passed and conditions improved
even though very little was done about it until the
rush for highway franchises by the newly orga-
nized turnpike companies, circa, 1801 precipated
plantations of stones all over the State.

The 1767 Statute “ordering that milestones, at
least two feet height, be set up by the Selectmen
of the towns near the side of the common travel-
ling roads and on the Post roads in every County
marking the distance to the County town” proved
to be merely funds declaratory of the intent of the
General Court as no funds were appropriated for
its implementation. The generality of the enact-
ment left the final detail to local tastes and fancies
and rule of uniformity, other than the “two feet
high” and the measured mile was defeated from
the outset. To revolutionary and non-conformist
Connecticut this was an acceptable regulation.
Everybody got into the act.

Quarried markers of every size, shape, cut
descriptive inscription soon appeared along
the highroad of the day. Rock was immediately
at hand and every geologic stratu, be it igneaus,
meta-morphic or sedimentary, was used.
However, the Connecticut sandstone, the famous
brownstone, the hallmark of early 19th century
mansions in New York, became the more suitable
choice for the stonecutters and this type is seen
more often than marble and granite landmarks,
but so-called fieldstone was also employed
whenever the situation warranted. This transi-
tion from the uncertain “heap of stones” to the
regular milestone was undoubtedly a boon to the
saddle-sore horseback rider, the weather-beaten
stagecoach driver and the footweary itinerant
as each struggled toward shelter and refresh-
ment. It has not been an unmixed blessing to the
latter day recorder, but the reconstruction of the

history of these relics of two hundred years ago
is the object of this new census.
Themostprolific planting of milestones probably
occurred during the years, 1795-1840. The needs
of the stagecoach companies and the newly-
organized turnpike corporations for some more
methodical basis of computing transit rates gave
the impetus to the mileage marker and replaced
the former town to town tariffs. The plantations
were piecemeal, owing to the local option clause
in the 1767 Law, and, wherever and whenever

the same kind of mile marker throughout the
State. If there is a Connecticut type of milestone,
it would have to be of the red sandstone from the
quarries around Portland, Connecticut. These
are usually about 50 to 60 inches long with 28 to
30 inches above ground level. They are as a rule,
9 to 11 inches across the front and about 9 and 10
inches thick. The inscriptions vary from planting
to planting. Some use Roman numerals, some
have the Arabic with the “M” for miles and letters
of similar size for the initials of the Courthouse or
Town ahead. All

the local town

failed to place )

milestones, The %13 Milestone N.L.”

it it - -

ikely that the ON Route 85 is a typical example
turnpike licensee  of gne of the vanishing markers
would erect

milestones were
put in on the right
side of the road
depending upon
the direction of
the County town.

its own type at
its own expense. In some areas where neither
the selectmen nor the turnpike acted, some
community groups put their own stones along the
roads as status symbols. Milestones had come
of age and they were important, yet the end was
near as to their useful life. Public resentment to
the feudal toll practices and the indifference to
road maintenance of the turnpike corporations
combined with the coming of the steam car and
steamship decided the end of the former and the
decline of the latter. From this time on the rugged
symbol of the measured mile began to lose its
own importance and to vanish from the public
scene, but there are scores of them still resting
on the original sites as steadfast reminders of
their place in Connecticut history. The erosion
by exposure to the four seasons during the past
generations has defaced same, the attrition of
time has ravaged others, but the disastrous
floods and action of man and machines have
brought about the greatest dispersal and removal
from their ancient implacements.

Man and his machines can be absolved of
blame, because it is the nature of the stones
themselves that lies at the root of the mysterious
disappearances. The piecemeal and peripatetic
plantings led to the side choice of stone used,
diversity in shape and disregard for an attempt at
uniformity. Thus, there is no so-called Connect-
icut milestone in the sense that one would see

On some series
the initial of the County town would be found at
the top centre of the stone. On others it might be
the number of miles inscribed in that top centre
position. However, more often the information
was all on a line midway between ground and
top with the mileage at the left side, “M” next and
then the initials of the particular County town.

This red sandstone, really a reddish brown,
weight of about 475 to 550 Ibs. and the part below
ground level was buttressed by other rock to
keep the stone erect and upright. It was not easily
removed from the original site, unless a deliberate
attempt was made to displace it. Floods caused
some losses, otherwise it would require a blick
and tackle operation.

Back in 1800 it was predictable that water
seepage might cause some of these chunks
of sandstone and granite to subside, but the
effects of lateral vibration set up by the pounding
of heavy traffic on the highways was entirely
unforeseeable. During their useful period, no
doubt, steps were taken to arrest the sinking
process, but after 1850 and up to the present
day their preservation has been left to individual
exertions. The “13 Milestone N.L.” on Route
85 is a typical example of one of the vanishing
markers. This one has sunk to its inscription
which is hardly visible to the naked eye. Others
have disappeared forever, although some may be
rescued one day. The “Milestone” now in the Old

State house Museum at Hartford was fortunately
saved from submergence on its original site in
East Hartford.

Over the years many of the taller and thinner
stones were broken by accident and cast away,
because no one recognized what they repre-
sented. Yet there is no record of any deliberate
destruction. More often they were used to repair
building foundations, since they were most
suitable for such purpose and there must be
numerous instances of such deployment.

The exigencies of road re-alignment, highway
construction along the old turnpike and other
relocation of the main stream of travel have been
the greatest disruptive factor in the dislodgment
of these ancient monuments, but many still
remain on their former sites. It may be a revela-
tion to most of our citizenry that in the face of
inevitable extinction that the Connecticut State
Highway Department has been the most constant
and consistent protector and guardian of these
old landmarks. Charged wit the duty of creating
new public roads and maintaining the old it has
been the least heralded conservator of these
historic roadside landmarks.

The Connecticut General Assembly has enacted
legislation giving the Highway Commissioner
authority to set milestones found during the
construction of any highway which follows
approximately the route of an ancient turnpike
or highway.

So many of the milestones have been removed
from their original sites for one reason or another
that it is hard to foretell just where they are today.
In sections of the State where super-highways
or floods have overtaken the older roads, the
educated guess is little help and the local resi-
dent remains better informant. Patriotic groups
have saved some of the markers by imbedding
them in some memorial to personages of early
Connecticut. The Sabra Trumbull monument
in Vernon, Connecticut marks the site of the “6
Mile, Tolland Courthouse’s” stone. The actual
stone is preserved in the memorial, and there
are others scattered about the State. The number
of unrecorded individual conservators is legion
and a genuine effort is now being undertaken to
canvas the entire State to learn and acknowledge
the location of these footnotes of the past.

Reprinted from at 1969 Report by John D. McDowell from Farmington, Connecticut
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OVER 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Sid’s

TODD NECHAMEN

Avuto Sales

Used Cars - Full Service Auto Repair, Foreign & Domestic
including complete diagnostics

Auto Body Repair — Used Auto Parts Available
Specializing in New Aftermarket Body Parts

243 Forsyth Road - Salem, CT 06420
tiparts2@comcast.net

www.sidsautoparts.com

THAT LOOK

166 Boston Post Rd., East Lyme, CT

(860) 739-3459

www.thatlooksalon.com

SALON HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 9-8
Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-3

Salem

Health Mart.

PHARMACY
24 Hartford Rd, Unit 11, Salem, CT 06420 860-949-8624
Mon-Fri 8:30am - 7:30pm Sat 9am - 2pm

From Traditional to the ‘Unexyecteof [ots cf gifr oytions available.

I See store for details. Not to be combined with other

I discounts and may not be used on special priced combos.
I No cash refund or value. State and local restrictions apply.

§ Void where prohibited. Expires 01/31/15

Things to do ...

Find out what’s happening in Salem

AROUND TOWN

UPCOMING EVENTS

Funding for our programs provided by The Friends of Salem Library from membership dues and donations.

Please become a Friend today!

Saturday, December 13, 2014 (@ 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Ice Cream Cone Christmas Tree Craft

Come frost and decorate an ice cream cone Christmas tree with Ms. Sharon. Ages 4 and Up. Limit 15 children.

Free! Please register.

Friday, December 19, 2014 () 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. &
Saturday, December 20, 2014 (@ 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Holiday Gift Wrapping for Donations

Free up some time during the hectic holiday season. Bring your gifts to our wrapping station where our Library
Elves can take care of your wrapping needs. Projeceeds to benefit the Salem Library.

January 3, 2015 (@ 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Herbal Infused Oils / Salves with Bonnie Yackovetsky

What are they and what can they be used for? We will learn all this and more: the three basic ways to make your

own herbal oil and how to then use it to make salves, balms and ointments!

January 10, 2015 (©1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Cartooning Class for Kids!!! with Rick Stromoski

A fun filled afternoon program demonstrating how comic characters and silly animals are created using simple

drawing techniques! Limit to 20 children. Please Register.

January 17, 2015

In observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Salem Free Public Library is closed.

SALEM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

COME JOIN US FOR OUR
ON-GOING DROP-IN PROGRAMS:

Every Monday, 12:30-3:00 p.m.
Mah Jongg

Beginners welcome!

Every Tuesday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Seniors play Wii Bowling and Card Games
Sponsored by the Salem Recreation Commission

Every Thursday, 10 am-12 noon
Coffee & Treats

Every Thursday, 10 am-12 noon
Salem Library Knitters

2nd Tuesday of the Month, 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday Night Book Group

Last Thursday of the Month, 1:00 p.m.
Books in the Afternoon Adult Book Group

Teen Graphic Novel Group, coming soon!

SALEM SCHOOL DISTRICT

At arecent Board of Education meeeting, Mr. Michael Susi, ELHS Principal, provided
a PowerPoint presentation on the East Lyme High School 2014 Standardized
Test Report Scores. He reported that he was very impressed with incoming Salem
students, noting that they are well prepared for East Lyme High School, especially
in Mathematics and Spanish. Mr. Susi reported that the total average SAT test score
was 1,622, (Critical Reading: 540, Math: 546 and Writing: 536). In addition, two ELHS
students were National Merit Finalists. The ACT composite score was 24.1 for the 158
ELHS students took the ACT test in 2014; the composite score was 24.2 for the State and
21.0 for the Nation. He also reported that 228 students took 473 Advanced Placement
(AP) tests. The CAPT scores at/above Goal (Level 4-5) for Science was 70.7% and at/
above Proficient was 93.4%.

Emergency School Closing Information

In the event that school is closed because of inclement weather or another
emergency, announcements will be made on the following radio and television
stations:

Radio Television
WTIC 1080 AM WNLC 100 FM WEFSB  Ch.3
WTIC 965 FM WICH 1310 AM WTNH Ch.8
WRCH 100.5 FM WCTY 977 FM WVIT Ch.4
WZMX 937 FM WSUB Q105 FM WTIC Ch.9
WKNL 1510 AM WVVE 102.3 FM

Emergency closings will also be posted on the Website (www.salemschools.org),
sent via E-Alerts and through our Emergency Notification System (1-411-411-411).

We will continue with 2-hour delays to be consistent with the East Lyme School
District and for transportation purposes. When Salem School operates under a 2-
hour delay, school will begin at 10:40 am. The Pre-Kindergarten class will not be in
session on delayed start school days.

For parents of Salem ELHS students: As a general rule East Lyme and Salem
Superintendents will make similar decisions regarding delays and or closings. There
are times that different decisions are warranted. Under these circumstances, please
review the following information:

* If Salem delays and East Lyme does not, the ELHS transportation from Salem
for Salem ELHS students will also be delayed.

* [f East Lyme delays and Salem does not, the ELHS transportation from Salem for
Salem high school students will not begin until after the Salem School students
are delivered to school, which is approximately, 8:45 am. Families will need to
plan their pick-up times according to where they are located on the bus route.

* If East Lyme closes and Salem does not, Salem ELHS students will not be
attending school that day.

» If Salem closes and East Lyme does not, there will be no transportation provided
for Salem ELHS students.

10 DECEMBER 2014 €9 Our Town SaLem
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COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

“Our firm’s goal is to provide a personalized, local, commercial brokerage service to
regional and national clients seeking to sell, lease or purchase properties.”

Bondi COMMERCIAL seeks to distinguish itself from other local brokers by offering the sale or
lease of properties or the ability to locate properties throughout the I-95 corridor from Westerly, RI to
Old Saybrook, CT, and the I-395 corridor from New London, CT to Auburn, MA. These two corridors
have grown and continue to grow in a spectacular fashion due to the growth of the world’s two largest
casinos — Foxwoods and the Mohegan Sun; the proximity of Pfizer and General Dynamics, Inc. and a
flourishing tourist industry.

@
Bondi covmerciar oo

LAND

Specialists in Retail Placement, Land Assemblage & Building Conversions

Check out our Salem & New London County listings
at www.bondicommercial.com

e

Ken Bondi

Bondi coMMERCIAL

25 Witch Meadow Road, Salem, CT 06420 < Office 860-887-3400 fax 860-425-0887
Email:bondi@snet.net www.bondicommercial.com a division of Bondi, LLC

PHYSICAL THERAPY/SPORTS MEDICINE Colchester Shopping Plaza

11 CENTER STREET, SUITE 7, SALEM CT

PLOTKIN’S

JEWELRY & GIFT SHOP

& Route 85, Colchester, CT 06415

WELLNESS CENTER
860-537-2317

www.plotkins.com

Mon. - Fri. 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM
860-949-2561 Sat. until 5:00 PM

SALEM’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

By Wendy Mikolinski, EDC member, and Frank Sroka, EDC chair

his article will describe some of the current activities the Salem Economic Development

Commission (EDC) is working on to support its mission to (1) provide support and enhance
the business climate for those businesses currently operating in Salem, and (2) identify and
inform potential businesses who might consider locating in Salem of the unique opportunities
and benefits Salem has to offer. The Commission currently consists of five regular members,
with two vacancies for alternate members (to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen at
their discretion).

* EDC i1s nearing completion of a total revision to an informational brochure that can
be distributed to potential businesses as a way to interest them in locating to Salem.
This brochure will contain information useful to business owners, such as the size and
characteristics of the potential market that Salem and nearby towns represent. There will
also be some basic information to identify important town resources and officials to contact,
as well as connections to other web sites and sources of information provided by other
sources, including the State of Connecticut. We hope to finalize this brochure over the
next two meetings, after which we will present it to the Board of Selectmen for their review
and comment.

EDC has met with Richard Serra, new Town Planner for Salem, and is working with him
to identify further specific actions we can take to effectively promote Salem as a good
place to do business, as well as additional data that we can use to better shape our business
recruitment strategy. As an employee of the Southeastern C'T Council of Governments,
Richard is an ideal source to help us in this important endeavor.

EDC is working on a strategy to reach out to local businesses in Salem to identify ways in
which both EDC and other Salem officials can better support and assist Salem businesses
to achieve continued success and perhaps grow their business. We are in the early stages
of developing a directory of Salem businesses and identifying areas in town where new
businesses might locate.

EDC is working with the Salem Planning and Zoning Commission to identify areas where
we can work together to achieve mutual goals in a proactive manner. Both commissions
share a desire to expand the opportunities, where appropriate, to expand businesses
already here and attract new businesses to town for the benefit of residents.

The membership of EDC currently includes three members who run local businesses in
town. They all know that starting a new business can be a daunting task. In an effort to
offer guidance and information for people considering opening a business, EDC is in the
process of developing an informational guideline which will be located on Salem’s official
web site (www.salemct.org) under the EDC tab. We will inform the town when this new
service 1s available in the coming months.

The above examples are intended to inform residents of the activities of EDC on behalf of the
town and its residents. Meetings of EDC are held at 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of each
month (except August, when there is no regular meeting). In cases where the third Monday is
a state or federal holiday, the meeting is held on the fourth Monday. The meeting schedule and
agendas are posted on the town’s official web site. All meetings are open to the public and are
usually held in Room 2 of the Town Hall.
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% SALEM RECREATION
. DEPARTMENT

By Sue Spang
he Salem Recreation Commission continues to provide quality
services to our residents of Salem. Thanks to our dedicated
Public Works crew our fields are a great source of pride for us as a
commission and for the town. We consistently hear from visitors to
our fields how well groomed and maintained they are.

The nature of recreational sports and youth sports in general are
constantly evolving. Many sports are going all year long and “elite”
teams are appealing to our young athletes for their time and talents.
Town recreation departments and recreational sports have needed
to adjust to this new reality. Five years ago the Commission put in
place a fee schedule for outside use of our fields in response to these
changes. This year the Commission received approximately $7000
for rentals of our facilities. The rental of our fields helps offset the
cost of maintenance. It also has the added benefit of bringing visitors
into our town that eat at our restaurants, buy gas, and get to see what
our quaint rural town has to offer.

The Salem Recreation Commission is the recipient of the
generosity of the Salem Lions Club and the Salem Youth Baseball
League. Both organizations contributed $5000 each for the purchase
of ascoreboard for the Babe Ruth field. The electrical work has been
completed which also includes security lighting for the parking lot.
The Commission thanks both organizations for their donation.

Special thanks to Nate Morrow for all his work on the press
box at the softball field. Nate replaced the old structure which had
seen better days. Congratulations to Nate on his completion of his
Eagle Scout project. The Commission has benefited from many
Eagle Scout projects in the past and always enjoy working with the
young men.

We are very excited about our new park. The commission has
been clearing the area at the corner of Hartford Road and Music Vale
Road. This area abuts the multipurpose trail and is an enhancement
to the trail. Many years ago the field was used to grow corn and hay
when it was privately owned. Over the years the invasive species
have taken over prohibiting access. We now have a beautiful open
area that will provide opportunities for a variety of activities. We
look forward to seeing people walking, picnicking, kite flying, cross
country skiing, sledding and other outdoor activities.

Last but not least we are very proud of the many Salem students
who have been excelling on East Lyme High School’s sports teams.
Not a season goes by without Salem kids who went through our rec
programs being mentioned in the paper as leaders and standouts in
their respective sports. Congratulations to all.

Zaccaro, P.C., the Friends hosted a three-part Elder Solution Series. Topics

FRIENDS OF SALEM LIBRARY

By Carl Nawrocki, President

he Friends of the Salem Library have been busy the last couple of months. In  focused on the needs of elders and their children and addressed wills and trusts,
August, we held a “Meet and Greet” to welcome our new Library Director, where to retire, and how to protect your parents.
Rachel Gaither, to Salem. We invited officials and townspeople and provided For the Friends, the big fall event is our Annual Used Book Sale. Through
the refreshments for the event. Rachel immediately started working with the your support, both in donating and purchasing books, we earned over $7100.
Friends. She helped move books for the Used Book Sale and is helping to plan our This money will be used to support the Salem Library including adding to the
upcoming celebrations. collection and offering programs and services. We owe thanks to many people for
Starting in September, in cooperation with the Law Firm of Chipparone and the success of this fundraiser. The cooperation from Salem School administration

continued on page 14
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FRIENDS OF SALEM LIBRARY continued from page 13

and staftf make the school, especially the gym, available for the sale. Thanks also to
the many volunteers who make the sale possible. Each year, we set up 90+ tables
and move 20,000 books from various locations into the gym in less than 5 hours on
Friday and then move the leftover books out of the gym in 2 hours on Saturday. But
the biggest thanks go to Judy and Norm Rabe who chair the Book Sale committee
and to George Ziegra for helping with collecting and sorting throughout the year.

The Friends are looking forward to a number of celebrations.
In December of 2014, we are planning a 10th Birthday Party for
our “new” Library. The celebration is scheduled for December
6th and features a magician, face painting, cake and coffee,
and the ever popular Eight Mile River Band. This band was | g ,::%”",“:;:’m
the first musical group to play at the Salem Library when it | & -
opened in 2004. Plan to come to the celebration.

In May of 2015 we celebrate the 25th anniversary of The
Friends of the Salem Free Public Library. The Salem Friends
were founded in 1990 in den of the Cole-Chu home with Betsy Butts as our first
president. Things have really changed. In the early years we did well to raise $400
at our book sale. While there was little or no space for programs, we helped the
library improve services when we could. The Friends purchased the first public
access computer in town and bought the software to allow our library to be part of
the interlibrary loan system. Today we raise 15 times as much at our used book sale

Zachas Electric LLC

residential electrician

Orramel Whittlesey founded the
Music Vale Seminary in 1839.

The main objective of today’s Salem
Historical Society is to establish a new
institution, the Whittlesey Museum
at Music Vale, located in the restored
and renovated original family home.
The new museum will focus on the
history of Music Vale, the early formal
education of women in the United
States, the Whittleseys’ ivory and
piano factory in the inaugural years

n February 2014, a generous glft in

memory of Ruth Leiserson Sims, and
her hustband, Albert G. Sims, together
with a matching grant from the
MacArthur Foundation, enabled the
Salem Historical Society to purchase
the oldest known house in Salem (circa
1690). In the early 19th century, this
structure served as the seat of the
Whittlesey family, founders of Salem’s
Music Vale Seminary, a famed early
American music school that drew
thousands of students from throughout the young sons, Orramel, John, and Henry. The Whittleseys
nation. Mrs. Sims, a longtlme summer resident of brought with them a family heirloom, the Lady Cultural contr1but10ns of Wh1ttlesey descendants,
Salem, was a direct mlu Fenwick Harpsichord, believed to be the [ i including noted
descendant of the oldest cultural instrument in the United sculptor Bela Lyon
Whittlesey  family, States. The Whittlesey boys learned to Pratt. Curators and

David Zachas

cone
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free estimates, reasonable rates, quality work

60 Carli Blvd.
Colchester, CT 06415

860-367-2141

Present Reverend Fobn Whittlesey House (left) and artist rendering of original Whittlesey House (vight)

Photo by Bopha Smith

of American industrial expansion, and the significant

SALE C O N LLC and annually donate $13,000 to support our library. Friends support to our library is and was also the play the harpsichord and displayed an early academics through-
accomplished through the efforts of dedicated volunteers, some of whom have been First Selectwoman aptitude for music. The Reverend, inspired out Connecticut

. .o . supporging the library for over 25 years, and through donations of money, books, of Greenwich, by their talents, established a factory for and beyond support

Complete Site Work + Demolition - Septlc SYStems and time. Butitall begins when people become Connecticut,  and piano keys on their new farm in Salem. the project, includ-
Sewer Connections - Water Services members of the Friends of Salem Library national  director Soon, the boys began to manuafcture ing Vivian Zoe,

View from the Whittlesey house wall looking
southeast in the early 1950’s

and the Friends need your support to
continue our efforts for the next
25 years. Thank you all.

of the League of Pﬂmtmg(c 1920%) by Fobhn W. Hill of

“Whittlesey” piano fortes in Salem. These Director  of the
southern view from the old Whittlesey house

Women Voters. musical instruments were vastly improved Slater
In 1815, the Reverend John Whittlesey of Saybrook, for the time and were highly sought after across the Museum in Norwich, who calls the project one of
Connecticut moved to Salem with his wife and three United States. Building on his family’s early success,

.
Weleoming New Patients!
Treating All Members of Your Family

v/ Cosmetic Dentistry
v/ Anxiety Free Oral Sedation
v’ Zero Sensitivity Whitening

World-class dentistry with hometown warmth!

Joseph & Gale Balavender
Phone: 860-859-2174

Memorial

78 Forest Drive
Salem, CT 06420
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Age Appropriate Programs
* Infant & Toddler

¢ Preschool
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Your Total Car Care

SERVICES

* ABS Brake Service

* Air Conditioning Service

+ Batteries

= Belts

= Brake Fiuid Flush
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= Cooling System Service
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Salem Town Offices
270 Hartford Road
Phone: (860) 859-3873

Office Hours: First Selectman, Town Clerk,

Assessor & Tax Collector *****************ECRwss****

Mon. — Wed.: 8 a.m.to 5 p.m.

Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Fri.: Closed for routine business
(elected officials available for urgent marters) Local

Salem Free Public Library Postal Customer
264 Hartford Road
Phone/Fax: (860) 859-1130

Hours: Mon.—Wed.:  Noon to 7:30 p.m.
Thurs.: 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Fri.: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(June & July: 10 am. to 2 p.m.)

Salem School District
200 Hartford Road
Phone: (860) 892-1223 | Fax: (860) 859-2130

www.salemschools.org CONNECTICUT
Salem School: (860) 859-0267

Special Education Office: ~ (860) 859-3988

Our Town — Salem (OTS) is a magazine published quarterly to enhance the lives of Salem residents
through articles that inform, encourage and celebrate the people, activities, businesses and organizations
in town. OTS is produced entirely by volunteers and is distributed free of charge thanks to the businesses,
EMERGENCY 911 organizations and individuals that place their ads! OTS producers feel strongly that:

Salem Police
(860) 859-3873, ext. 200 or 210

Salem Transfer Station At its best, OTS features the people of Salem. We need your participation to be successful. We need YOU to:
189 Rattlesnake Ledge Rd.
(860) 859-2964

Wed.,, Sat., Sun.: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

* Send us a photo and caption, write a story, or give us leads on stories one of our volunteers could write!
 Take out a personal ad to recognize birthdays, anniversaries, graduations and other achievements!

Permits required — can be obtained by * Give us leads for businesses that would like to be featured in and/or advertise in OTS.
Salem residents at transfer station only

Animal Control Officer The next deadline is February 1 for the March issue.
(860) 917-0567
State Senator 20th District Find us on

o Facebook

Andrea Stillman (860) 443-8568
www.senatedems.ct.gov/Stillman.html

State Representative 37th District
Ed Jutila (860) 739-7730

T e Our TowN SALEM

U.S. Senators & Representatives CONNECTICUT
Richard Blumenthal (860) 258-6940 (Hartford)
www.blumenthal.senate.gov

Chris Murphy (860) 549-8463 (Hartford)
www.murphy.senate.gov

Joe Courtney (860) 886-0139 (Norwich)
courtney.house.gov

All articles submitted for publication must be accompanied by the writer’s name, address, and phone
number so that the submission can be verified. The chairperson and her/his designee must sign
articles submitted by town committees.

Our Town — Salem reserves the right to reject any articles and ads, including those of a political or
partisan character; it reserves the right to edit all articles for grammar, clarity, brevity, and taste. All
articles will be checked for factual content, and articles containing unattributed statements will not

Town of Salem Live TV be accepted. Our Town — Salem is published quarterly by volunteer residents of the town of Salem.
Salem Board and Commission meetings held at Your participation is welcomed!

the TOB are broadcast live on Comcast Channel 12

and webcast on www.salemct.org. Webcast hearings Volunteer Staff

are available ON DEMAND at any time on

www.salemct.org. Proofreaders Photographer Layout Designer All-around Helper
Annie Bingham Bopha Smith Agnes T. Miyuki Susan George Ivey
Board of Education Airing on Channel 12 Shirley Diamond

The Salem Board of Education Meetings air on
Channel 12 (Educational Access) on the second and
third Wednesdays of every month at 7:30 p.m.

Peter Sielman




